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From niche product to industrial strategy

EU policy increasingly treats bioplastics as part of industrial and bioeconomy strategy, but the framework 

is uneven. The open question: clear demand signals, or stuck between recycling-first rules and growth-

oriented industrial policy?



The PPWR: the most binding instrument

P P W R ·  RE GU LATI ON (E U)  20 2 5/ 40

Feb 2025 12 Aug 2026 Early 2028
Entered into force General Application Compostable mandate 

for listed formats; bio-

based review due



Compostable vs. bio-based plastics

P P W R ·  TW O DIF FE RE NT TRE ATM EN TS

Compostable: a mandated niche

Must be industrially compostable by early 2028:

Member States may extend to other formats 

where infrastructure allows. Exempt from 

recycled-content targets.



Rewarding recycled, not renewable, content

P P W R ·  RE C YC LE D -CON TE NT TA RGE TS



An industrial framing for the bioeconomy

E U BI OE CONOM Y  S TR ATE GY  ·  ADOP TE D  LATE  2 0 25

Recasts the bioeconomy as a 

question of competitiveness, 

strategic autonomy and 

defossilisation, not only

sustainability.



The Biotech Act II: the industrial biotech pillar

BI OTE CH  LE GI S LAT ION  ·  SP LI T IN  TW O



Other instruments shaping the outlook

TH E W ID ER  F RAM E W ORK



Three tensions will shape the next few years

KE Y  T EN S ION S



Together, these will decide whether bioplastics become a structural part of EU 
material policy or stay a specialised segment.

OUTLOOK

Milestones to watch
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